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appointed for a Public Faſt.) 


: ON T HE 


MEMBERS of CIVIL SOCIETY, 
ADDRESSED ro ALL wno ” : 
Fear GOD and Love their Counrar : 
 EvprcraiLy To ALL OF THAT Candace, 
| In the TOWN G 
KINGSTON upon. H U L. L. 
By their Sincere Well-wiſher i 
FOHN BEATS O N. 4 


* 4 W. 
| 2 


He beheld the city, and wept over it. Luxx xix. 41. 
Nr 3 Judge ye what I ſay. 1 Con. x. 15. 


' The ſcriptures in general, though often perwerted to the 


purpoſes of tyranny, are yet n their own nature Fault to 
promote the civil as well as religious liberties mankind. 


True religion, and virtue, and liberty are more nearly related, 
and more intimately connected with each other, than 

conſider.— By. NEwrox's Diſſertation on 
Prophecies. Vol. 1. Page 313. 


* 


_ Advertiſement to the Reader. 


HE age we live in is an active one. Knowledge, 
of yarious kinds, ſeems to be rapidly advancing” 
towards perfection. The natural world, in particular, 
has been traverſed and explored, and many pleafing 
diſcoveries announced to the Public. Nor has the moral 
world been omitted in this courſe of reſearches. Some 


authors of reputation, after having carefully inveſligated 


human nature, have publiſhed the obſervation they have 
made. Theſe objects no doubt have their uſe. But is 
there not ſomething further, and of much greater im- 
portance, requiſite to be attended to? Is it not a more 


intereſting object, to be acquainted with our duty to 
God, and to that ſociety of which we are members? 
| Surely, if it be thought of importance, and of uſe to 


us, to be made acquainted with natural and moral diſ- 


cCoveries; it muſt be of till greater importance, and of 


ſtill greater uſe, to be made acquainted with the means 
of enjoying the Divine favour, and of living happily in 


| ſociety. With a view to facilitate this, the following 


diſcourſe is publiſhed. —It has been thought by ſome, 


with whom I have converſed, That even thoſe among 


us who fear God, have not that high regard for the wel- 
fare of their country which they ought to have; if there- 


\ fore any thing contained in the —— lines may in 


the leaſt be conducive to 
* e to 


DUTY and INTEREST. 
OF 


M E N, &c. 


S this day is “ appointed by Proclamation from 
ce the Throne for a general faſt and humiliatiog 
« before Almighty God, to be obſerved in a moſt de- 
« yout and ſolemn manner, by ſending up our prayers 
« and ſupplications to the Divine Majeſty : for ob- 
« taining pardon of our fins, and for averting thoſe 
« heavy judgments which our manifold provocations 
« have moſt juſtly deſerved ;—and for reſtoring and 
« perpetuating peace, ſafety, .and proſperity to the 
« King and theſe kingdoms :” — I have choſen the 
following paſſage of ſcripture to explain to you, as 
particularly adapted to the preſent occaſion ; and which, 
I think, lays a proper foundation for a diſcourſe, on 
our Duty and Intereſt as Members of Civil Society. 
And ſurely both religion and humanity conſpire in'urg- 
ing us, eſpecially /while Public affairs wear ſo gloomy 
an aſpect, not only to comply with the requiſition, but 
carefully to attend to every duty which may be con- 


ducive to the welfate of our Country. F 


» 3 . A * 


* 


* 


The Paſſage I refer to is 


IxxEMIAH xxix. 7. 


ET Seek the peace of the city, zwwhither I have cauſed you- to 
|. , be carried away captives, and pray unto the Logy *. 
for ” the 105 thereof Nee ye have 1 EF 


* reading over the preceding context you will 
find, that theſe words are part of a letter, dictated 


by the God of Iſrael, and addreſſed to his choſen peo- 
ple, when in a ſtate of captivity. The Divine diſplea- 
ſure had been excited towards them by their repeated, all + 
and aggravated provocations ; ſo that He had actually 
| plucked them off their own land, and delivered them | 
into the hands of their enemies. Their Rock had fold 
t, and the LoxD had ſhut them up, (DEuT. xxxii. 40.) 
He did not, however, forget them in ſo calamitous a 
fituation ;_ but, though they had Frovoked Him with their 
counſel, and were brought law for their iniquity, yet he re- 
garded their Miction when He heard their cry. And He re- 
membered for them His covenant, and repented according to the on he 
multitude of His mercies ; He made them alſo to be pitied of ' 
all thoſe that carried them. captives. (PSAL. cvi. 43. 47.) 
The principal defign of this letter, was to inform 
them, That they ſhould certainly be reſtored to their 
own land, But, as a conſiderable time muſt elapſe (no 
leſs than ſeventy years) before this deliverance ſhould 
be effected, that therefore they ſhould build houſes and 
' &ewell in them, and plant gardens and. eat the fruit of them. 
. 
Another part of the advice given, has a particular 
reference to their behaviour as members of the ſtate ; 3 
enjoining them that, ſo far from attempting any thing 
againſt the public tranquillity, whilſt they were the ſub- 
jects of the King of Babylon, they ſhould behave them- 
_ {elves in a peaccable, inoffenſive manner, and ſegk the 
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The Duty and intereſt of Men, Sc. 7 
welfare af the city with the gre RY: . Seth 
the peace of II pray unto the Loxp for it; for 
in the peace thereof ſhall ye have peace. (ver. 7.) By ob- 
ſerving which precept, they would unite the wiſdbm 
of the ſerpent, with the innocency of the dove; fince 
they would diſcover by their inoffenſive behaviour their 
peaceable diſpoſition, and by their regard for the wel- 
fare of the ſtate, an equal regard to their on advan- 
tage. — Having now briefly illuſtrated the text, the 
conclufion I would deduce from it, and apply d our- 


* 
* 


ſelves, is this: * 


THAT if it was the duty and intereſt of the people 
of Iſrael, to ſeek the welfare of the country where they 
were detained as captives, and which was a Heathen 
ſtate ; much more ought it to be our concern, to ſeek 
the welfare of that country whereof we are natives, 
and which wears the Chriſtian and Proteſtant name.— 
This conclufion is ſo naturally deducible from the text, 
and ſo obvious to the meaneft capacity, that I think 
any proof of it entirely needleſs. My deſign therefore 
at preſent, is to illuſtrate and enforce it. But as there 
are ſome things ſuggeſted in the text, which conſtitute. 
the foundation on which the advice contained in it is 
built, it ſeems requiſite previouſly. to point them out 
to ou. ed | | Mr 

It is then, firſt, plainly ſuggeſted in this paſſage,” 
That the welfare of a State is an object peculiarly de- 
firable, and which all who are the ſubjects of it ought 
affiduouſly to cultivate. There are none, I imagine, 


ſo blind to their own happineſe, as not to acquieſce in 
the above obſervation. But though the peace of a 
community be x defirable object, which almoſt every 
one is anxious to enjoy, it is far from being valued in 


* \ .% 


; the manner it 
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& 


ſerves, Thoſe who are unacquainted 
with' the ſcenes of devaſtation, which are the inſepara- 
ble attendants of 7he fevord, and the famine, and the noiſome 
begfh, and the peſtilent#, (God's four ſore judgments) cannot 


| have that high reliſh for national welfare, which thoſe | 


who are acquainted with ſuch objects neceſſarily feel. 


Not that I would be underſtood as though it were ne- 


ceſſary every one ſhould know theſe things from expe- 
rience; what I mean is, That we ſhould, occaſionally 
at leaſt, turn our thoughts towards them, and revolye 
in our minds their calamitous effects. 

Let us for a moment then, as it is not unſuitable to 
the occaſion, caſt our eyes on a ſeat of war, and mark 
the track of a hoſtile for. Who can view a ſcene ſo 
horrid, * and not be pained at the very heart !—See, the 
ſtandard erected, the colours diſplayed, and hark! the 
trumpet ſounds an immediate attack | The battle now 
begins. What a confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled 
in blood! Here, you ſee heaps of ſlain, whoſe ghaſtly 
eyes are cloſed in darkneſs ! There, numbers lying with 
mangled bodies, racked by the moſt excruciating pain, 
and uttering ſhrieks of woe ! See, 3 the vanquiſh- 
ed flee ; the eager victors purſuing with ſhouts of bar- 
barous triumph, and unrelenting rage! The fatal ſteel, 
drunk with human blood, and reeling in the hand of 
its ſtern Maſter, now returns to its ſcabbard. But ah! 
what horrid” devaſtation is ſpread through all the coun- 
try! You behold the Earth (to uſe the ſtriking images 
of an inſpired writer) Von behold the earth without 
form and void, bearing a reſemblance to its chaotic ſtate, . 
and mourning under the preſſure of accumulated woe: 
the fruitful place, highly cultivated by the patient hand 
of induſtry, a barren wilderneſs : the cities, reared with 
prodigious labour and expence, the work of ages, bro-, 
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ken down in an inſtant, or blazing tb the ſkies in 4 
dreadful conflagration : the unoffending inhabitants, the 
hoary head, the blooming virgin, and the afflicted, mo- 
ther, with her infant at her breaſt, fleeing to the woods 
and mountains to avoid the fury of an enraged foe; 
or, if prevented from eſcaping, - expoſed to all the wan- 
tonneſs of ſavage barbarity, without any diſtinction of 
ſex, or age : Nay, to compleat the dreadful cataſtrophe, 
the very birds of the heavens quit their, once peaceful 
| habitations, as if they were conſcious of impending} 
ruin.—Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are thy horrors, un- 
relenting war! —But humanity turns away from the 
horrid form] O Peace, how ſupremely amiable art 
thou, to the humane, and benevolent mind! Fix thy 
abode in my native land, and perpetuate thy reign to 
the lateſt poſterity ! 


AAN : It is 3 in the text, That every 
member of a Civil Community, how obſcure ſoever the 
ſtation he is fixed in, may contribute in ſome mea- 
ſure to the welfare of the whole. Were not this the 
caſe, the exhortation to ſeek the peace of the city, given 
to perſons in a ſtate of bondage, would have been 
wholly nugatory. Independent, however, of the text, 
the truth of the above obſervation may, I preſume, | 
be ſufficiently evinced from the nature of the thing. 


The term © Society,” whether natural or political, 
ſeems to include in it the ideas of Superior and Sub- 
ordinate. Wherever there is a conſiderable number 2 
perſons in a habit of paying obedience (no matter how . 
the habit was attained) there muſt of courſe be a 
Perſon, or an Aſſemblage of perſons, of a known and 
certain deſcription, whom they obey; which perſons. 
taken collectively, form what is generally called Po- 


— 
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: Htical Society. Now this Political body, conſiſti ug (it 


you like the terms) of Governors and Governed, or 
Rulers and Subjects, bears a ſtrong reſemblance to the 
Natural body, eſpecially in this circumſtance; That 
all the various members, how differently ſoever they 
are placed, have their particular uſe; ſo that the eye 
cannot ſay to the hand I have no need of thee, nor 
again the head to the feet I have no need of you. Nay 
hoy purſue the allufion) even thoſe members of the body 


which ſeem to be more feeble, are, at ſeaſons at leaſt, 


perceived to be highly neceſſary for the advantage of 
the whole. Every meniber of the Political body, then, 
when acting his proper part according to the ſtation 
he is placed in, is ſubſervient to the utility of the reſt, 
What this part is, ov in-what manner a private member 


of the Community ſhould condu& himſelf (for it is 


of private perſons we ate ſpeaking) ſo as to promote 
the public good, will be the ſubject of our confideration 
in another part of the diſcourſe, I mean only at pre- 
ſent to evince that he may be/ ſo, the truth of which, 
I hope, is ſufficiently illuſtrated. 


FurTHER : Another maxim en which the advice 
given in the text is founded, is this, —That the Divine 
Government extends over all human affairs, particu- 
Jarly thoſe that reſpect a State.— Neither thoſe captives 


in Babylon, nor the members. of any other civil com-, 


munity, would ever have been exhorted fo pray to the 
Lox for their reſpective ſtates, if te Moft High did not 
rule in the kingdoms of men. (Dax. iv. 25.) 

The Government of Heaven indeed, or (to uſe a more 
familiar phraſe) the Providence of God, extends to the 
tainuteſt affairs, to the hair of a good man's head, nay 
even to a deſpiſed ſparrow; but the footſteps of Provi- 
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dence are more remarkably viſible in the great events 
that relate to nations. — That a ſuperintending Provis 
dence is concerned in national. affairs is conſonant even 
to reaſon, which might be proved at large; but the fact 
muſt be abſolutely inconteſtible by all who. regard the 
authority of ſcripture. Does not the whole hiſtory and 
doctrine of ſcripture evince, That the Almighty go- 
verns the moral world, and generally directs natural 
cauſes to effect what He determines ſhall be done? 
How many nations that have extended their conqueſts 
over a great part of the earth, and ſeemed to graſp ar. 
univerſal empire, have long ſince been buried in their 


own ruins ! What adequate cauſe can be affigned fo _—” 


this? Natural, and even moral cauſes may be affigned; 
but none of them adequate to the purpoſe, exclufive 
of a Divine agency. The four great empires which 
make fo diſtinguiſhing a figure in prophecy, the Baby- 
lonian, the Perſian, the Grecian, and the Roman, have 
been ſucceſſively overturned.. The three firſt of theſe 
have been entirely broken in pieces and ſubdued ; the 
laſt indeed yet remains, but greatly reduced from its 
ancient ſtrength, and in a little while, like the former, 
will be totally deſtroyed. Theſe revolutions being 
clearly predicted, and thoſe predictions literally accom- 
pliſhed, indubitably proves, that the Supreme Being is 
the Arbiter of nations, and the Righteous 9 


of the univerſe. 


If we bring the matter to ourſelves, Have not 20 
as 2 nation, had ſingular and repeated proofs of 2 


watchful Providence over us? Have not many of the 
deliverances which God hath wrought for us, been 


enſtamped with as viſible characters of Divine Provi- 


dence, as any thing leſs than a direct miracle could 
poſſibly be ? Witneſs the ruin of the Invincible 


5 
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Armada ; ; witneſs the repeated interpoſitions of Heaveg 
in our behalf, when ready to be deprived of our reli- 
gion and liberty, by the plots and power of tyrannic 
men. Who, can reflect on the revolutions that have 
: taken place i in our own Ifle, and not ſee, That the pro- 
| foundeſt politicians have ſometimes been - infatuated, 
and the beſt concerted. enterprizes entirely defeated ! 


To what ſhall theſe things be attributed? Not ſurely 
| to any human power, or {kill, but ultimately to the 
k hand of the Almighty. Hx leadeth counſellors away 
ſpoiled, and maketh_the judges fools ; Hz looſeth the bond 
| of kings, takes off thoſe oppreſſive yokes they too fre- 
quently lay on their ſubjects, and girdeth their loins with 


| a girde; actually binds them with thoſe very fetters 
| which they had imperiouſly framed for others. (Jos 
xii. 17, 18, 19.) 


ll On the whole, we may certainly conclude, That 
| God lifts up ſome to the greateſt height, and caſts 
| down others to a diſgraceful ruin. The revolutions of 1 
0 empires, the deſolating wars that are often the birth 


of the vice, ambition, or revenge of princes, are the 
ll , Royal Acts of the Majeſty of Heaven.—On this prin- 
j ciple of the Divine Superintendency then it is, that 
0 prayer for National welfare is founded; and they who 
| are not fully perſuaded, That the Lord reigneth, will 
never cordially ſeek His aid, 


[ 0 
l '® Mozzovas : : The advice in the text very ſtrongly 
Intimates, That prayer is powerfully prevalent with 
lf ' God, and a principal mean of obtaining His favour. 
lh For if prayer had not ſuch an efficacy as this, Why 
|  fhould the Iſraelites, or any other perſons, have ever 
been exhorted tc uſe it? Vain would be the exhorta- 
i tion, and fruitleſs a compliance with it, were not ſome 


promiſe annexed to it that inſured ſucceſs. We are not 
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indeed to imagine, that the moſt fervent ſupplication 
is any inducement with the Supreme Being, to change _ 
the fixed plan of His Government: the alteration it 
makes is wholly in ourſelves, by preparing us thank» 
fully to receive thoſe bleſſings, which He as our Hea- 
venly Father is previouſly diſpoſed to give: Prayer 
doth not make, nor even deſire, any change in the Al- 
mighty ; but is preſented to Him that He may com- 


municate thoſe bleſſings which He hath promiſed, to 
9 thoſe that ſeek him in that way. 


Were the favours of Heaven to be conferred, inde- 
pendent of any application of ours, we ſhould be far 
from poſſeſſing that peculiar reliſh for them, which 
the earneſt ſuppliant feels in his breaſt, On this ac- 
count I imagine it is, that when the Divine Majeſty 
promiſes the moſt important bleſſings, and in the moſt 
abſolute manner too, He at the ſame time intimates, 
That they are to be obtained only in a way of prayer. 
A for this be ENQyIRED or by . the Houſe of I, 

An, to do it for them. (Ezkxk. xxxvi. 25—38.) Nay, 
it is perhaps for this reaſon principally, that Divine 
bleſſings are for a conſiderable time withheld, when out 
circumſtances ſeem immediately to require them. Every 
one knows, That nothing enhances a favour more than 
the difficulty of procuring it; which maxim holds e- 
qually true with reſpect to thoſe bleſſings that proceed 
from above. 

But, how long ſocver particular bleſſings may Ye" 
withheld from the importunate, perſevering ſupplicant, 
they will | in the moſt proper time aſſuredly be granted. 
For, He is faithful that hath promiſed. (HB. x. 23.) God 
is not a MAN, that He ſhould lie, neither the sox of man 
that he ſhould repent : hath He ſaid, and ſhall He not do jt ? 
er hath He Houten, and ſhall He not make it good ? (Nous, 

B by 
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xxiii. 19.) Undoubtedly ; ſooner ſhall heaven and earth 


paſs away, than the ſmalleſt part of His word ſhall fail. 


To encourage importunity and perſeverance in prayer, 
our. Saviour has given us a parable expreſly on the ſub- 
ject, wherein he ſpeaks of its prevalency with men, 
beyond any conſiderations of juſtice and equity; and 
reaſons by analogy, of how much greater influence it 
will be with Him, who is a God of truth and impar- 
tial juſtice, (Luk E xviii. 1—8.) 

hen neceſſary on the preſent occafion, 1 might 
point out to you the fingular efficacy of this duty, by 
many of the moſt ſtriking, and important facts. 'I 


might obſerve, That whole armies have been van- 


quiſhed by this fingle weapon, as in the caſes of He- 
zekiah and Jehoſhaphat : how the heavens themſelves 
have been ſhut and opened, at the requeſt of a man of 
like paſſions with us; witneſs the petitions that Elijah 
offered up, with regard to the withholding and grant- 
ing of rain, Nay, it would ſeem, that there is a kind 
of omnipotenq in it, eſpecially when it has reſpect to the 
church of God; fince He hath ſaid, Aſt Me of things to 
come concerning my ſons, and concerning the work of my hands, 
COMMAND. ye Me. (Is A. xlv. 11.) Intimating that the 
prayer of faith is exceedingly prevalent, has great power 
with God, a kind of command over Him, and will not 


let Him go without the bleſſing. 


LASTLY : It is implied in the text, That the Morals 
of a nation, if good, are its beſt preſervative from ruin; 
but, if evil, are the prelude to its deſtruction. All hiſ- 
tory, ſacred and profane, is unanimous in its teſtimony 
to the truth of this. Who ever read, or heard, of a 
righteous nation that was deſtroyed, or of them who 


kept God's teſtimonies being cut off? On the other 


hand, Have not all the nations of the world, which | 
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have lived in fin, and practiſed oppreſſion, in the ſequel 
been reduced to ruin ? Witneſs Nineveh, Tyre, Baby- 
lon, and many others we read of in ſacred writ, Were 
not thoſe cities and the reſpective countries they were 
the heads of, in a moſt proſperous. fituation ? Were 
they not uncommonly wealthy and populous, and ac- 

_ eording to all appearance as likely to continue in their 
ſummit of grandeur as any that now exiſt ? Were they 
not the glory of kingdoms, cities of perfect beauty * But, 

alas l where are they now? Are they not entirely eraſed, 
ſo that the very places where they ſtood are ſcarcely to 
be found ? Surely then it is worth while to enquire, 

What were the cauſes that contributed to this ? The 

de writings give us a moſt explicit account. The 
general reaſon is, Tniquity was found in them, ſo that they 
greatly provoked the Lord. Pride, diffipation, oppreſ- 
fion, and injuſtice, were their predominant features, 
which rendered them odious in the eyes of God, and 
induced Him to bring on them irretrievable deſtruction. 

Such vices, indeed, are ſo particularly flagrant, that 
all who haye attentively obſerved the Divine proceedure 
in a Providential way, when they behold the predomi: 
nancy of them among any people, have ſome preſenti- 
ment of approaching ruin. For there are as certain ſymp- 
toms of a conſumption and decay in the body politic, 
as in the body natural; fo that, without the ſpirit of 
prophecy, it is no difficult matter for ſuch perſons to 
perceive, when kingdoms are tending towards their 
final diſſolution. Knowing from hiſtorical facts, That 
the Supreme Governour has frequently animadverted 
on ſuch daring offenders, they conclude, That like 
cauſes will ever be productive of like effects; and by 
conſequence, That ſuch practices are the preſage of woe. 

Far be it from me to launch out into declamatory 
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invectives againſt my country, or give a laboured def-' 
eription of our national vices, | Tho when one conſiders 
the many heinous ſins that are among us, the venality, 
the pride, the luxury, (part of it at leaſt maintained 
_ by oppreſſion) the want of public ſpirit; and contempt 
" of religion and virtue, among, many in high lite ; ; to- 
gether with the indolence, the drunkenneſs, the de- 
hauchery, and ſcandalous: neglect of public- worſhip, 
{9 common among perſons in low life ; when one con- 
ſiders theſe things, theſe ſigns of the times (to uſe the 
words of a celebrated Biſhop referred to in the title 
page) the ſtouteſt and moſt ſanguine of us all muſt trem- 
ble- at-the natural and probable conſequences of them. 
But, amidſt this torrent of corruption, ſome there 
are I truſt who labour to ſtem it ; who aſſiduouſiy feek 
| the peace of their country; and ardently pray to the Loxp 
for it. Some that fob, and that cry for all the abomina- 
tions which are done in the midſt thereof. (Ezxk. ix. 4.) 
Some who manifeſt a high regard both to the truths 
and to the ordinances of God, and who are exerciſing 
themſelves to have always a conſcience void of 0 fence, tozwards 
Gol and towards men. (Acrs XXiv. 16.) This is a com- 
fortable circumſtance in cur favour, and calculated to 
preſerve us from entire deſpondency. For, ſo long as 
we have any conſiderable number of perſons that 
ſuſtain the above character, we may hope, that, as a 
nation at leaſt, though cortected, we ſhall not howevet 
be Wholly exterminated. 


» 


Havine now illuſtrated the text, and pointed out 
the foundations on which the advice contained in it is 
built, 1 proceed | to explain the. nature of that duty we 
are. under obligation to perform as members of à civil 
community. This duty, in 1 the * before us, na- 


Sp. 


turally divides'itſelf into two parts: To xxx Te AE 
of the community, —And-to yRAY to the Loxp for ii. 

But before« enter immediately on this, I would wiſh 
you to obſerve, That thoſe perſons who ſuſtain Publio 
Offices in the ſtate, are not the objects I have at prefent 
in view. Duties indeed there are, of a very intereſting 
and important nature too, that peculiarly belong to 


them, and which they are under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 


tions to perform. To delineate, however, the nature 
and extent of thoſe duties, to difcloſe the obligations 
that Magiſtrates, ſupreme or ſubordinate, lie under to 
diſcharge them, and to urge the motives that have a 
tendency to .enforce them, I leave to thoſe who. are 
in different departments, confining myſelf War to 
my own ſphere. 4 


Tuis being premiſed, I proceed now to N che 
nature and extent of the former of thoſe duties; , Seek 
the peace of the city—We cannot, I ſhould i imagine, be 
much at a loſs with reſpect to this, if we are in any 
meaſure acquainted with the cauſes-of the decline, ang 
fall, of civil communities, A great corruption of morals, 
it has been obſerved, principally contributes to. this, 
eſpecially in nations denominated Heathen, But as we 
are a people fingularly favoured, and have the oracles 
of God among us,—as the Supreme Governour of the 
world hath not dealt ſo with many other nations, which 
have not been bleſſed with His ſtatutes and ordinances, 
ſurely ſomething more muſt be taken into the account 
than merely a corruption of morals, When the light 
of divine Truth diffuſes its beams, men are certainly 


under obligation to attend to it; and where. the Goſpel 
of ſalvation is proclaimed, it muſt be wicked in a high 
degree to ſlight and contemn it. What] can any e 
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That the Sovereign Majeſty of heaven will not reſent 


rebellion againſt Him! And ſurely to trample on His 


Laws, which are all of the moſt ſalutary nature, and 
founded in wiſdom, in righteouſneſs, and in goodneſs ; 
to reject His Goſpel, the product of His unparalleled 
love; and to flight the moſt generous propoſals of mercy, 
is rebellion of the moſt aggravated kind. 

Permit me to aſk, What in particular was the heinous 


| ſin, which drew down ſuch heavy judgments, on the 


Jewiſh nation, who were a people that bore ſome fimi- 
liarity to us? Was it not their crucifying the Lord of 
Glory ? Does not our Saviour Himſelf plainly intimate 
this in the parable of the huſbandmen ? They indeed 
had perſecuted the ſervants whom the Lord of the vine- 
yard had previouſly ſent to them, they beat one, and floned 
another, and killed another; but it was not till He had 
ſent to them His Sox, and they had caft Him out of the 
vineyard and flain Hit that they were miſerably deſtroyed. 
(Marr. xxi. 33—42.) Their crucifying the Prince of 
Life, then, was the capital fin of the nation, on account 
of which they ſuffered the moſt grievous calamities. 


We indeed who wear the Chriſtian — can never 


be guitty of the very fame offence, in the ſame manner, 
as the Jews were. But it behoves us to confider, Whe- 
ther we may not be guilty of what is fimilar to theirs, 
and perhaps even attended with ſome aggravated cir- 
cumſtances. Whether we may not by our iniquities, 
crucify to ourſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put Him to an 
open ſhame. (Hts. vi. 6.) Are not ſome of the principal 


articles of the Chriſtian faith denied among us, and 
_ openly ridiculed as irrational doctrines? Are there not 
many who, in theſe reſpects at leaſt, tread under foot the 


Son of God, and count the blood of the covenant wherewith 


he eva, ſanfified an unboly, unprofitable thing, and have done 


— 
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deſpite unto the Spirit of grace? (HEI. x. 29.) On the 
whole then, Is there not reaſon to fear, that, being like 
them in their crime, we may reſemble them too in 
their puniſhment. 

As a nation, therefore, particularly . 
and favoured with the inſpired writings, Perſonal Reli- 
gion is the firſt duty, or the firſt branch of that duty, 
which the welfare of our country ſeems to require. 
A man of bad morals is, indeed, a peſt of ſociety; but 
a rejecter of the Goſpel of God our Saviour, is ſtill 
more odious in the eye of heaven. A perſon of an 
irreligious character can never be an object of the 
Divine approbation; conſequently how uſeful ſoever 
he may be to ſociety in ſome reſpects, in others he 
muſt be prejudical to it. Take a man as an individual, 
religion is his guard, his perfection, his beauty, and 
his glory; it makes him à light in the world, enlighten- 
ing many around him. Then take a man as a piece of 
mankind, as a citizen of the world, or of any parti- 
cular ſtate, religion makes him the /alt of the earth; 
the preſervative of .it from a ſtate of corruption, and 
ſometimes at leaſt, the inſtrument of ſeaſoning it with 
wiſdom and virtue. _—_— 

If it be aſked, Wherein does perſonal religion con- 
fiſt? I would reply in the general, That it confiſts in 
ſuch a perception and perſuaſion. of divine truth, as 
purifies the heart and has a governing influence over 
the whole deportment. True Chriſtianity, more par- 
ticularly, | includes in it, a full perſuaſion That the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath died for finners to redeem them 
from everlaſting miſery—That remiſſion of fins is to: 
be obtained only by. faith in His blood. — That he 
only is the way, the truth, and wm BOP whom the 
guilty can have acceſs to od — with other truths: 


— 
* 
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ſtand in connection with theſe. The doctrine of 
the abſolute” neceſſity and uſe of a Mediator, indeed, 
ſeems to he the ground-work of the difference between 
the Chriſtian religion, and all others. Beſides, there 
cannot certainly be any real Chriſtianity where there 
is not faith in Chriſt, repentance toward God, and 
a humble hope in the promiſes of the goſpel. Now 
if any perſon be a ſubje& of repentance, he has been 
taught in ſome degree the evil and deſtructive nature 
of fin, he mourns over it, actually forſakes it, and 
watches againft it. — If a man have faith in Chriſt, 
in the ſenſe of: ſcripture, he is acquainted with his 
guilt, knows that he is not able to make atonement 
for his own fins, and has an entire dependance on 
the blood, or righteouſneſs, of the Redeemer, for the 
pardon of his fin, and his juſtification in the fight of 
God. If, again, a perſon be poſſeſſed of a hope in 
the promiſe of God for grace and glory, he is follow- 
ing after holineſs, and aſpiring towards things that 
are above. For every man that hath this hope in him, 
Purifieth himſelf, even as God is pure. (1 Jon. v. 3.) 
+ Now this I apprehend is an Epitome of real religion; 
deſtitute of which, none can enjoy peace with God here, 
nor be admitted into the kingdom of heaven hereafter. 
If then the favour of God be requiſite for the-preſerv+ 
ation of a ſtate, and if that favour cannot be expected 
or attained, but in the way we have been ſpeaking of, 
farely it is the duty of every one who loves his country, 
on its account (not to ſay how much he is perſonally 
concerned in it) to ſeek after the attainment of thaſe 


neceſſary objects. For how lightly ſoever real piety 


may be thought of by many, who even boaſt of their 
active virtues, yet I will venture to affirm, in oppoſitian 
to ſuch, That the neglect of it argues depravity of 


/ 
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heart, and will be neceſſarily attended with an irregular 
diſcharge of moral duties; which I think (would the 
limit of this diſcourſe admit of it) might be clearly 
evinced, and piety ſhewn to be the only pillar on which 
morality can firmly ſtand. Fully, perſuaded I am, That 
if a man be devoid of the influence of religion, and yet 
live decently. in ſociety, he is more indebted for his 
conduct to good temper than to ſound morals 
Having expatiated rather diffuſely on this part of 


the duty of ſeeking the peace of a ſlate, I ſhall be more 
conciſe on the latter branch of it, which I take to be 


Txt conſtant exercife of thoſe virtues which art 
properly included in the term Morality. The principal 
of theſe I think may be arranged under the following 
heads; © Sobriety, Modeſty, Induttty,” integrity, a 
Benevolence. 

Sobriety - then, or a temperate \uſe of the enjoyments 
of life, and a freedom from inorginate paſſion, ſhould 


appear conſpicuous in the whole off our conduct. This 


kind of ſelf-government is a duty incumbent on all, 
which muſt extend to the period pf life, and can ne- 
ver be broke through but to a manifeſt diſadvantage. 
How numerous are the inſtances of. perſons who, by 
an intemperate uſe of lawful enjoyments, have involved 
themſelves in much miſery, brought difgrace on their 
relatives, and are at this hour a burden on ſociety! 
Beware therefore my friends of that rock, on which 
ſo many thouſands continue to ſplit. The world, per- 
haps, - appears to ſpread a delicious feaſt before you, 
and invites you to partake of it without reſerve ; while 
| of conſtitution impels you to comply with the 
4 17 invitation. Be therefore on your guard when 
thoſe; allurements are held out to you, leſt you ſhould 
6 : | 
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be drawn into unhappy exceſſes. Salutary is the advice 
of the wiſeſt of men, reſpecting the ſubje& we are now 
conſidering: 'Haft thou found honey! eat ſo much as is ſuf- 
fictent for thee, left thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 
(Prov. xxv. 16.) And again, Be not amoneft wine-bibbers ; 
amongſt riotous eaters of fleſh : for the drunkard and the glutton 
ſhall come to poverty. (Prov. xxiii. 20, 21.) An intem- 
perate man is a peſtilential infection to ſociety, and too 
often many ſuffer by his baleful influence; while, on 
the other hand, a man who has ſelf government, is of 
real advantage in the ſtation he fills, and frequently is 
a mean of reſtraining others. 

Sobriety, beſides, includes in it, A freedom from 
the inordinate paſſions of covetouſneſs, anger, revenge, 
and others, of a ſimilar kind, which may properly be 


' termed diſſocial. Certain it is, that a man may be in- 


toxicated with the love of money, no leſs than with 
liquor ; and perhaps the former Kind of intoxication 
may, in ſome reſpects at leaſt, be more pernicious to 
ſociety than the latter. Undoubted authority we have 


„ er which produces numberleſs 
highly 


evils. It is indeed injurious to a man's own 
happineſs ; but it is ſtil! more prejudicial to others with 
whom he has any connections. Impelled by this prin- 
ciple, What will not a perſon do in order to gratify 
it? What dirty action will not he be guilty of, who 
bows his ſoul to this golden idol? Let ſuch anſwer 
theſe queſtions with whom he has any tranſactions, 
Has he not ſent widows away empty, and have not the arms 
of the fatherleſs been broken by him ? Has not the labour- 
ing man been induced to curſe him, for withholding 
the wages of induſtry, while his children perhaps haye 


been crying for lack of bread ? This paſfion then is 
the bane of- ſociety-; the pernicious effects of it are 
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ſeverely felt by many, who groan under the burdens 


that avarice impoſes on them. 

Much the ſame might be obſerved, with reſpect to 
anger, revenge, and ſuch other diſpoſitions as are allied 
to them, all which are evidently of a diffocial kind. 
It might be aſked, Whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? Whence come contentions, law-ſuits, the 
piſtol, and the ſword ? Do they not ſpring from un- 
bridled paſſions? From ſuch paſſions as are the great 
obſtacles to moral duty, and the fruitful ſources of 
malevolent actions? Now from this curſory repreſent- 
ation of things, does it not appear, That Sobriety is 
an indiſpenſible duty we owe to our country, the breach 
of which is highly pernicious, and brings many a ſtorm 


into the moral world ? 


To Sobriety, ſhould be annexed Modeſty ; which is 
peculiarly ornamental both in the eye of God and men. 
When I ſpeak of modeſty, however, I would not be 
underſtood to mean A poorneſs of ſpirit, or an abject 
ſtate of mind, by which a man tamely complies with 
the manners, or opinions, of others. Such a diſpoſition 
as this, ſo far from having any thing virtuous or praiſe 
worthy in it, is itſelf a vice, and the parent of many 
other vices. The modeſty I would wiſh to recommend, 
15 not only confiſtent with a firm mind, but requires a 
manly ſpirit and a fixed principle in order to give it 
proper value. It ſtands oppoſed to ſelf-conceit, pre- 
ſamption, and obſtinacy ; and diſcovers itfelf by can- 
dour in judging, decency in cenſuring, and affability in 
converſation and demeanour. Particularly ſhould this 
be attended to by youth. For, poſitive as we now may 
be i in our opinions, and confident in our aſſertions, it 
is more than probable, that the time will come when 
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we ſhall view both men and things in a different light.-- 
By cultivating this temper what numberleſs contentions 
are ayoided, which are highly detrimental to the peace 


of ſociety ! How frequently does a raſh, cenſorious, ſelf: 


conceited, and obſtinate man, involve himſelf in trou- 
ble, and inflame others, without any immediate reaſon 
for it! This modeſty ſhould appear particularly in 
manifeſting a becoming reverence in ſpeech, and 
behaviour, towards thoſe that are in authority, eſpeci- 
ally at the Head of the ſtate. Wiſe was the man who 
hath given us this maxim; Curſe not the Ring, no not in 
thy thought, for a bird of the air fhall carry the voice, and 
that which hath wwings ſhall tell the matter. (ECCLES. x. 20.) 
The greateſt regard for liberty, though undoubtedly a 
laudable paſfion, ought commonly ak leaſt, to be ſub- 
ordinate to a reverence for eſtabliſhed government. 

& Are our lips then ſome of you probably will ſay, to. 
e“ be perpetually ſealed up with reſpect to our rulers ? 
& Are we to be ſilent when meaſures ſubverſive of the 
ce national welfare are purſued?” No, It is not ſimply 
ſpeaking, but the manner of ſpeaking that I combat. 
When a perſon condemns indiſcriminately, or on very 
imperfect evidence ; when he pronounces a rulers prin- 
ciples to be diabolical, becauſe ſome particular meaſures 
may be either ill planned er ill executed; this ſort of 
cenſure may certainly b deemed immodeſt, if not in 
ſome degree of a criminal nature. Otherwiſe to ſpeak, 
or even write, may and is, on ſome occaſions, expedient; 
perhaps neceſſary. For unleſs rulers were infallible 
they may, even with the moſt upright intentions, make 
ſeveral miſtakes ; and unleſs they were poſſeſſed of true 
patriotiſm, they may, and will, attempt, partially at 
teaſt, to invade the liberties of a country. In either 


f ) 
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of theſe caſes, a wiſe and good man will think it his 
duty, candidly indeed, but firmly and plainly, to re- 
monſtrate ; and ſuch a proceedure, ſo far from being 
blameable, 1s rather meritorious, adapted to perpetuate 


the bleſſing of liberty, and in ſome reſpects may be 
ſerviceable even to government itſelf, 


It may perhaps be urged further, Aug 
te utmoſt limits to which a people may go? Would 
ce you eſtabliſh the doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 
* reſiſtance in all caſes”? By no means. Difficult in- 
deed it is to adjuſt the reſpective claims of thoſe two 
jealous antagoniſts, Liberty and Government ; and 
even to attempt this ſeems, at all events, rather an 
invidious taſk, Perſuaded I am, however, that, accor- 
ding to the law of nature, and (which is the ſame 
thing in this reſpect) the law of God, reſiſtance in 
ſome caſes is not only allowable, but alſo expedient, 
nay even meritorious. Had not our forefathers of 
glorious memory reſiſted the ſuperſtitious, dark-hearted, 
prieſt-ridden, James II. we had now in all probability 
been enchained by the fetters of Popery, and groaning 
under the moſt oppreſſive burdens When the iron 
hand of tyranny is ſtretched out to deſtroy ; when there 
is a direct, and an avowed attack on civil and religious 
liberty ; when the happineſs of a people, which 1s the 
great end of government, is likely to be ſubverted, 
and conſiderable breaches are already made in it; 
when, in ſhort, the ſtate of things is ſuch, That the 
probable conſequences of refiſtance appear more eligible 
to the wiſer and worthier part of a nation, than the 
probable conſequences of ſubmiſſion, few I imagine 
will be found to condemn it as either impolitic or 
unjuſt, In this particular indeed, every party, how 
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W 


differently ſoever their ſentiments have appeared to be, 
have unanimouſly united, * 

Should any think that the apoſtle Paul's exhortation 
to the Romans prohibits ſuch reſiſtance, let them can- 
didly attend to the deſcription he gives of the powers 


in queſtion, as not being à terrour to GOOD WORKS but 


to the evil, as being the miniſters of God for good, to thoſe 
that Do 600D, and the revengers to execute wrath on them 
that Do EviL;—let any perſon candidly attend to this 
deſcription, and I ſhould think he ſcarce could ſuppoſe 
the apoſtle ever meant to apply it to thoſe tyrants who 
have been the ſcourges of the human race, provided 


—— 


It has appeared to me, That there is a wide difference between 
thoſe perſons who maintain the doctrine of paſſive - obed ence and 
non · reſiſtance, and others who deny that doctrine. Partly from 
reading, however, and partly from what I have occaſionally heard 
dropped in converſation, I have been induced to adopt a different 
opinion. One party ſays, It is wrong to reſiſt, but we will not 
** be enſlaved” ; the other, © Reſiſtance is lawful, but never to be 
* employed unleſs on the greateſt emergencies”, Where then is the 


difference ?—It we Judge rom fact, which ſurely js the moſt con- 


vincing evidence, the ſeeming diſagreement totally vaniſhes. The 
Univerſity of Oxford, renowned for her courtly and ſubmiſhve doc- 

trines, repeatedly inculcated by her celebrated - Profeſfors, may be 

produced as an appoſite example of this. For ſhe, even 8Hz, was one 
of the firſt of thoſe bodies corporate, that offered to declare for the 
Prince of Orange. She did more ; ſhe even made a generous, un- 

ſollicitcd offer of all her plate (no ſmall quantity we may be ſure) 

for the uſe of the Prince and his army; of that,very Prince, and 

that very army, who were come vrofeſſedly either to reduce to rules, 

or otherwiſe actually to dethrone, that very King whom ſhe had ſo- 
Jemnly promiſed to obey evithout limitations or reſloilions.—A demon- 

ſtration, ſurely, That men's feelings are in a great meaſure the 

ſame ; and though many while they actually prey on the ſpoils of 
oppreſſion, others that cringe for a piece - þ bread to ſatisfy a vora-, 
cious inflamed appetite, and ſome few perhaps from conſcientious 

motives, may ſeem to carry matters a conſiderable way in words; 
yet when even theſe perſons come to feel for themſelves the yokes, 
they have impoſed on others, they ſoon diſcover That Engliſhmen 

both in heart and action are perfectly agreed. For the truth of 
the abovementioned fact, ſee Br. BuzxsrT's Hiſtory of bis own, 
Times. Vol. IV, : OY . n l 
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there be a proſpect of ſucceſsful refiſtance. A man's 
own actions, as appears from the tenour of Paul's rea- 


ſoning, or a ſenſe of his own guilt arifing from them, 
is to be the meaſure of his fear towards the magiſtrate, 


and not any power which he (the magiſtrate) is poſ- 


ſeſſed of, or has authority from heaven to exerciſe. - 


The truth is, That the Chriſtian revelation, in my 
opinion, leaves civil affairs exactly as it finds them, It 
does not deprive any one of the ſmalleſt degree of li- 
berty he might have enjoyed independent of it, nor 
gives thoſe that embrace it any further civil liberty than 
they enjoyed before, though it inveſts them with ſome- 

thing of a much nobler nature, even the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. Far from extinguiſhing the law 

of nature, the goſpel ſtrengthens, and (if I may uſe 
the word) ſublimates it : makes that law much better 

underſtood, and influences men to a more ſteady per- 
formance of it. The profeſſors of Chriſtianity therefore, 

are allowed to maintain their natural rights equally with 

others : and if thoſe rights are unjuſtly invaded by the 
* ruling powers; if they muſt either entirely be given up, 
or ſuch powers be refiſted ; and if there be a ſtrong. 
probability that by ſuch reſiſtance thoſe rights may be, 
maintained, I know not any precept in the New Tef-: 
tament that prohibits them from ſuch a proceedure., 
I will add only one word more with regard to this, 

The goſpel itſelf, where cordially embraced, has a di- 
rect tendency to give porſons a much higher ſenſe of, 
the bleſſing of liberty than they ever before enj joyed : 
by conſequence 2 will be firmer and more tenacious. , 
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meaſures with candour, and in forbearing all. auen 
of cenſure and inſolence of demeanour. 


5 Axor thing to be attended to by Ger u member 


of the ſtate, is, Induſtry. It might eaſily be proved, 


that, on a man's own account, induſtry is, in many 
reſpetts, highly beneficial. It gives a reliſh to every 
enjoyment, and ſeems the indiſpenfible condition of 
poſſeſſing a ſound mind, in a ſound body. Nothing, 
perhaps, is more poſts to the true enjoyment of 
life, than the relaxed ſtate of an indolent mind. So 


that n a celebrated poets obſerves, is ſtrictly true: 


4 Life's 8 cares are comforts ; - ſuch by heaven deſign 1. | 
4 He that has none, muſt make them, or be meet, 
0 Cares are employments ; 3 and without employ _ 

40 The foul is on a rack; the rack of rel, 

4 f pu moſt W, pion all their Joy.“ 
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But my delgn at * 19 to peut of imbuſtry,; * 


not ſo much as it reſpects our perſonal advantage, but 
rather as a duty we owe to ſociety. He that con- 


* 


tributes not ſomething towards the publick ſtock, in 


the ſtation he is fixed in, whether high or low, 


Uke a drone in the hive; and it would be e 


to the advantage of the whole, were he immediately 
expelled the community. An indolent man deſcends. 
« ftoth the dignity of his nature, and makes that Being 
7 which' was rational merely vegetative: his life conſiſts 
« only i in the mere increaſe and detay of a body, which 
«with relation to the community he is a member of, 

re might as well at leaſt, if not better, have been unin- 
« formed,” EC the Kubitation of k reaſonable mind“. 


Are e not dependent one on m—_ asmertbers ! 
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of the ſame body } Can any member be entirely at 


reſt, and not in ſome reſpects be detrimental to the 
other? No more can the member of any community, 


be ſunk in indolence; without manffeſt detriment to 
the public weal. Hence thoſe captives in the text, 
were to build houſes and duell ini them, to plant gardens 
and eat 'the fruit of them. Not to lead a lazy, malle 


life, but to be patiently and cheerfully induſtrious In 
the places they occupied. 


InTzcrtY too ſhould be invariably manifeſted by 
all who wiſh well to the peace of a ſtate. This virtue, 
of all others, has perhaps the greareft tendency to pro- 
mote the peace of a civil community. For as arts, 
manufactures, and commercial dealings, attended to by 
ſociety, require the co-operation of many hands, which 
cannot be procured without previous engagements ; the 
performance of promiſes, and a ſtrict adherence to co- 


venants, muſt on that account be a capital duty.— Rut | 


integrity is required i in other things, as well as in civil 
contracts. Man is fo conſtituted, that he muſt be in- 


debted to information for the knowledge of moſt things 
that relate to him; and if he could not depend on the 
information he receives, much of the pleaſure as well 
nas benefit of ſociety would entirely be loſt. Probity 
therefore. is indiſpenſibly requiſite on this account. Be- 
fides, 4 faithleſs, defrauding people, have ever been 
deſervedly held in the greateſt contempt. On the #c- 
count of honour therefore, (if we are not loft to the 
ſenſe of it) all our tranſactions ſhould be attended wich 


not only diſturbing and diſgraceful to.ſociety, they alſo 
contribute to facilitate its ruin. Fot when truth is fallen 


i the fret, and equity 0 


— 


inviolable fidelity. But dark and deſigning men, are 
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. @way backward, and juſtice flandeth ofer of; when a people 
have no integrity in their dealings one with another, 
' the Lord ſees it and it diſpleaſeth Him, and that diſpleaſure 
vill ſurely be felt, unleſs a timely reformation avert it. 
(154. lix. 14, 15.) Let i integrity then be diſcovered in 
all your tranſactions, let that unequivocal rule of our 
Saviours, Whatſoever ye zwould that men ſhould do to you, 
do ye even ſo to them, be engraven on your minds, as the 
invariable rule of your conduct. | 


Tux laſt moral diſpoſition I mentioned with reſpect 
to ſociety, as your duty and intereſt to cultivate, is, 
Benevolence; which you know is the ſame as good 
will, or compaſſion, This indeed is ſo agreeable in it- 
ſelf, and affords ſuch peculiar pleaſure to the fubje& 
of it, that were but perſons truly acquainted with it, 
there would, I imagine, be little need to enforce it. 
But, alas, the cafe is different. Though moſt are wil- 
. ling to give themſelves credit for it, and would wiſh 
others to think that they are really benevolent perſons, 
yet it is not a plant that ſprings.ſpontaneouſly i in every 
| foil ; the ground muſt be cultivated, noxious weeds 
muſt be plucked up, otherwiſe its growth will be en- 
tirely impeded. In vain do a people faſt, pray, or per- 
form any religious duty, while devoid of compaſſion. 
In vain do they expect that the God of compaſſion will 
_ approve of their performances, while they faſt for flrife 
and debate, and to ſinite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, He, 
who is the Patron of the diſtrefſed, will ever ſay to 


ſuch a people, Is this the faſt that I have choſen ? a day 
for a man to affiift his ſoul, to bow down his head like 4 


bullruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under bim — 
Can any perſon be ſo ſottiſhly ignorant as to imagine, 
_ that theſe outward expreſſions of penitence merely, can 
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be of any avail ? Rather; they are odious-in the eye 
of heaven ; he that offereth ſuch a ſacrifice, by the de- 
cifion of God Himſelf, is, as if he few a man, cut off a 
dy's neck, or offered ftvin?'s blood. (Is A. IEvi. 3.) Reli- 
gious duties, how expenfive and pompous ſoever, can 
never be acceptable, independent of moral character: 
by conſequence all national humiliation, as well as per- 
ſonal, that ſtops ſhort of actual reformation, is eſſen- 
tially defective. To which I may add, that compaſſion 
is an indiſpenſible requifite in that reformation which 
the Lord requires of us. Hear His own declaration 
reſpecting it: 1s, not Tuts the fal that I have choſen ? 
to looſe the bangs of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, to 
let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every yoke ? Is 
it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring 
the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe ? tuben thou ſegſt the 
uaked that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſelf 
\ | from thy own fleſh? THEN ſhall thy light break forth as 
the morning, and thy health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy 
righteouſneſs ſhall go Before thee, and the glory of the Lord 
ſhall be thy rereward. 'THEN ſhalt thou call, and the Lord 
ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, aud He ſhall ſay, Here J am. 
(Is A. lviii. 4—12.) For what purpoſe did your Creator 
place you in this world, in the midſt of human ſociety, 
-but to cultivate humanity, to love mercy, and thus aſpire 
to reſemble Him whoſe compaſſion extends to all His 
creatures? Be affured, if you have hard and contracted 
hearts, if the unfortunate man can upbraid you with 
having ſeen and deſpiſed his ſorrow, whatever piety you 
may think yourſelf poſſeſſed of, it is wholly of a ſpuri- 
.ous kind. For I have the authority of God Himſelf 
to affirm, That to love mercy is an effential part of that 
religion which He requires of the race of 1 men, Agree- - 
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able to this, is the definition of religion which is given 
us by the apoſtle James. Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father, ſays that writer, is this—To vit 

Abe fatherleſs und wigows in their Miction, and to keep bimſalf 
aſpotted from the world. (JAM: i. 27.) Whatever com 
Placency then a perſon may take in religious duties, -or 

bowever regular in the performance of them, if at the 
ſame time he be devoid of compaſſion, ſuch duties when 
| weighed i in the balance will be found wanting. 


Tur other general duty contained in the text, ref. 
ox g the public weal, is To PRAY 70 the Lok p for it. 
vident it is to me,” That a ſenſe of Deity is an innate , 
principle of the homan mind; included im which ſenſe, 
is the duty we are under to worſhip Mim. Prayer 
therefore is a duty which even the light of nature 
teaches, which all nations in the world practice, how 
" ſever they may be as to the object of it, or 
how much ſoever they may differ in the mode of per- 1 
forming i it. Social prayer too, for the removal of evils; or | 
the enjoyment of bleſſings, has always been attended to, 
by the moſt unenlightened ſocieties. But, While many 
worſhip 'they know not what, we who enjoy the Chrif: 
tian revelation are directed to the proper object of reli- 
: pious homage, and clearly taught the way in which 
alone HE is approachable, There we are told That there 
it one God, and one Mediator "between God and men, the 
man Chrift Jeſus. (1 TIM. il. 5.) And are exhorted Id 
rome boldly to the throne oF js; that toe may obtain 
Mercy, and find grace 10 ' help in time of need. 
To pray to the Lord then is, I imagine, the indif- 
perifible duty of every individual, particularly where the 
light of revelation ſhines; and he who lives in the total 
Degled . of it, whatever e, oma my may be 
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poſſeſſed of, is an object againſt whom the chreatvings 
of heaven are repeatedly denounced. If this be 723 
(and I appeal to the tenour of thoſe meſſages which 
the prophets delivered for the proof of it) what thalt 
we think of thoſe numbery of thoughtleſs perſons, whe 
ſeldor attend a place of public worſhip at All? of thoſe 
perhaps ſtill greater numbers who, though they do | 
preſent their bodies before the Lots; yet their heirts 
are far from Hin ? Such perfons ſurely are flagrant. of 
fenders in the ſight of God, on whom His fury ſooner 
or later will certainly be poured out. Little. reaſon , 
have we to ſuppoſe that men of this character ever . 
retire to their cloſets, to converſe with Him, who is 
the Giver of every good, and of every perfect gift, or 
offer up any petitions for the peace or proſperity of 
their country. The truth is, till perſons are conſcious 
of the importance of Prayer, and devoutly attend to if 
1 on their own account, they can never be really intg- 
. reſted this way for the welfare of their. country. 
There are however I truſt a conſiderable — 2 in 
this land, who worſhip the Almighty in ſpirit, and in 
truth. Many who not only. attend to the inſtituted | 
ſigns of religion, or the external acts of worſhip, bur 
whoſe hearts have a reliſh for ſpiritual enjoyments,; 
and who feel thoſe. emotions of veneration, gratitude, 
defire, and joy, which are the principal ingredieats in 
true devotion. To perſons of ſuch a character it is, 
that L would particularly addreſs- myſelf. Let me in- 
treat you, my friends, not to forget your native land 
in your ſupplications at the throne of grace, Do you 
aſk How this. is to be done? I reply, That prayer in 


all its forms, of confeſſion, ne and * . 
to be uſed. | 


* 
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Wx ſhould firſt of all humble ourſelves before God, 

account of our national provocations, which have 
Juſtly incurred the Divine diſpleaſure, and rendered us 
obnoxious to His ſore judgments, Thus did Moſgs 
proſtrate himſelf before God, when the people had 
greatly rebelled, and their fins had excited the divine 


Wrath. (Exop. xxxii. 30.) Daniel too we find pathe- 


tically engaged in this work. I prayed unto the Lord 
my God, and made my CONFESSION, and ſaid, O Lord, the 
great and dreadful God—we have ſinned and have committed 


. iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even 


by departing from Thy precepts, and from Thy judgments. — 
O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto Thee, but to us con- 
Fufion of faces, as at this day ; to the men of Judah, and 
to the inhabitants of Feruſalem. (DAx. ix. 3—8.) In like 
manner ought we to confeſs our national follies and 
vices, our ſmall improvement of the diſtinguiſhed pri- 
vileges we enjoy, nay the ſhameful abuſe of them, the 
diſregard that is diſcovered to the Goſpel, and the or- 
dinances of it, the dreadful abuſe of the Divine Name 
which is ſo common among us, the violence and oppreſ- 


| Hon which has too much filled our land, our truſt in 
an arm of fleſh, that has the curſe of God immutably 

_ entailed on it,—theſe things, and ſuch as theſe, are the 
cauſes of all the troubles in which we are involved, 
and it is on account of theſe principally that we ſhould 
humble ourſelves before the Lord. If our humiliation 
extend no further than to the calamities themſelves 


that we feel, without taking into the account the pro- 


curing cauſes of them, it cannot be of the leaſt avail 
with God, but will be entirely rejected by Him. 
When, however, theſe evils are ingenuouſly acknow- 


ledged, when the mind is ſuitably affected by them, 
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and there | is a  fincere defire that they may be extch- 
minated, we may conclude, both from the promiſe of 
the Lord, and from His invariable condut towards 2 
people in-ſuch a fituation, That preſent calamities ſhall 
be removed, and threatned judgments averted. For 
thus runs the divine declaration ; If my people which 
are called by my name, ſhall humble themſelves and pray, and 
ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked ways ; then I will 


hear from heaven, and will forgive their fon, any will heal 
their land. (2 CHRON. vii. 14.) 


 Bx$1D8s this confeſſion of fin, * of our — Hd 
of puniſhment, we ſhould be earneſt in ſupplication, or 
interceſſion ; which indeed the advice in the text ſeems 
principally to refer to. Here a large field opens to us. 
The proſperity of the nation in general, and of the 
church of God in particular, independent of which 
national proſperity is not to be expected. Preſerva- 
tion from foreign enemies, and the healing of internal 
breaches, are objects that ought ever to be kept in 
view; fince both invaſions from without, and ſtrifes 
within, are calamitous events, and highly prejudicial 
to the welfare of a ſtate, That theſe objects may be 
attained, ought we not to ſolicit the Divine protection 
as the only effectual preſervative from inſulting foes, 
and a Divine influence on the hearts of men, to unite 
them when divided, and to preſerve them from divi- + 
ding when united ? 

Our governors particularly, both ſupreme and ſub- 
ordinate, are carefully to be remembered by us, accor- 
ding to the apoſtolic exhortation; That ſupplications, 
prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men. For kings, and for all that are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godiineſs and honeſty. 
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1 Tu "4 r Our Sovereight then has a rightful 
£laim to a ſhare, of our interceſſory prayers, and it is 
both pur duty and intereſt to plead with heaven on 
his behalf: That God, by quhom kings reign and princes 
decree juſtice, would give him a, wiſe and underſtanding 
\ heart, protect his perſon, direct his councils, proſper 
his arms whenever they are equitably employed, and 
long preſerve his numerous iſſue, as happy pledges of 
the ſecurity of our civil and religious liberty, and make 
his government a public bleſſing to his ſubjects, by 
being the miniſter of God to them for good. Our amiable 
Queen'too, the Heir apparent, the Privy Counſellors, 
Miniſters of ate, Members of parliament, and inferior 
Magiftrates in their ſeveral departments, —all require 
-our fervent ſupplications, that wiſdom, integrity, and 
-every neceſſary qualification may be conferred on them, 
to manage thoſe affairs with which they are entruſted, 
I do not affirm that a good man is bound to ſuch 
interceſſions at all times, in his private devotions ; but 
ſurely they ſhould be a part of our ſocial worſhip 
continually, and even not unfrequently in our more 
retired duties, eſpecially, when the times wear a threat- 
_ aſpect. 


But what ſhould principally occupy our minds, and 
call forth our moſt fervent and frequent ſupplications, 
as members of a Proteſtant ſtate, is the cauſe of 
Religion, or the ſpititual proſperity, and the outward 

ſecurity of the church of God. The welfare of 2 
nation wearing the Chriſtian name, as hath been ob- 
ſerved, cannot on any good grounds be expected, in- 

dependent of a revival of real religion; their mutual 
connection therefore ſhould ever be kept in view. Theſe 

two things indeed are always joined in ſcripture, when- 
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ever the people of Iſtael (the only nation in the world 
at that time which enjoyed the ſacred oracles) are 
addreffed on ſubjects of this nature. In proof of this 
Lappeal to the prayers on record in which deliverancs 
from external calamities is intreated, to the prophecies 
in which it is promiſed, and to the ſongs of praiſe in 
which it is celebrated ; let any one attentively conſult 
theſe, and he will find That the ſpiritual proſperity of 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem is ever kept in view. Indeed 
temporal mercies to a nation, as well as to particular 
- perſons, ought always to be made ſubſervient to the 
promoting of truth and righteouſneſs, They are con- 
fidered, in fact, as involved in one another, and the 
former as valuable only, becauſe leading to the latter, 
Inſtead of enumerating many paſſages of ſcripture to 
evince this (which might eaſily be ſelected) I ſhall 
mention only one; and one that relates to the deliver 
ance of thoſe captives ſpoken of in.the text, from the 
grievances under which they at preſent groaned. Thus 
faith the Lord, Behold, I will bring again the captivity of 
Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places; and 
the city ſhall be builded on her .own hill, and the palace ſhall 
remain after the manner thereof. And out of them ſhall pro- 
ceed thankſoiving, and the voice of them that make merry: 
and I will. multiply them and they ſhall nat be few, I will 
alſo glorify them and. they ſha!l not be ſmall. — And their 
nobles ſhall be of themſelves, aud their governour ſhall pro- 
ceed from the midſt of them, and I will cauſe him to draw 
near, and he ſhall approach unto Me ſaith the Lord. And 
ye ſhall be my people, and I will be your God. (JER. xxx. 
18—23 ) Little would it have availed them to have 
been reſtored to their civil liberties, had they not at 
the ſame time been made aequainted in ſome degree, 
with the glorious liberty = the children of God. 
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As a people profeſſing Chriſtianity, we have not any 
warrant to pray for a recovery of national proſperity, 
without joining earneſt interceſſion for the glory of 
Chriſt's kingdom, or the intereſt of real religion. Our 
prayers are then only warrantable, when we proportion 
our eſteem of the mercies of God in ſome meaſure at 
teaſt, to their real worth, and deſire them for their pro- 
per ends. Now a love to one's country, and a defire 
for its outward welfare, is, no doubt, an excellent and 
amiable diſpofition ; but it diſcovers a diſpoſition much 
more excellent and amiable, to be truly concerned for 
its everlaſting intereſt. Why doth the love of our coun- 
try merit any praiſe, but becauſe it is a diſpoſition to 
communicate happineſs ? But what is temporal to eter- 
nal happineſs ? What is a fruitful field to a renewed 
heart ? Peace in our borders, to peace with God ? or 
Security from an earthly oppreſſor to freedom from the 
wrath of heaven ? Is it then a warrantable manner of 
offering up our defires to God, to ſolicit a ſhare in the 
bounty of His Providence, while we deſpiſe, or even 
think meanly, of the riches of His grace. 

We may add to this, that, As ſuch defires are un- 
warrantable, ſo we have not the leaſt reaſon to expect 
they will ever be granted. For ſince every calamiry 
is the rod of God's anger, and carries His commiſhon 
along with it, being appointed (unleſs when He is 
pleaſed to deſtroy a nation) for ſalutary ends, it can- 
not be expected that He ſhould remove it, till theſe 
ends be attained. But theſe ends it is certain are not 
attained, till there be a real returning to God by re- 
pentance ; and it is equally certain that hat repentance 
is of no avail where ſpiritual bleſſings are not implored. 
Admitting however that temporal deliverances, and out- 
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ward proſperity were granted to a nation, independent 
of any diſpenſation of the Spirit, or any revival of re- 
ligion, ſo far from being a bleſſing they would rather 
prove a curſe to it. Blindneſs of mind, hardneſs of 
heart, with various other ſymptoms of ſpiritual judg- 
ments, are the uſual conſequences of ſuch proſperity. 
A heavier judgment cannot be inflicted on a nation, 
than that threatned in the prophecy of Hoſea, Ephraim 
is joined to idols, let him alone. (HosEA iv. 17.) At the 
very inſtant this threatning is denounced againſt a na- 
tion, it becomes its own tormentor. The infernal fire 
begins immediately to kindle within it. 

Be it our daily concern then to plead for the ſucceſs 
of the goſpel among us : That the miniſters of it may 
be zealous and ſucceſsful in their minittry—That many 
who have hitherto lived under the power of fin, and 
been lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God, may 
be converted—That great grace may be on all the 


churches which are planted in the land—That every 


individual who has believed through grace, may be 
preſerved from the evil of the world, ſanctiſied through 
the truth, and ſtand complete in the whole will of God; 
and finally That the Spirit may be poured upon vs from on 
high, the wilderneſs be a fruitful field, and the fraitfal field 
be counted for a foreſt, (IsA1. xxxii. 15.) 


THANKSGIVING too ſhould ever accompany our con- 
feſſion, and ſupplication, as a neceſſary part of that 
duty we are under obligation to perform. Thankſ- 
giving, you know, is a grateſul acknowledgment of 
the ſenſe we have of the value and importance of thoſe 
bleſſings we receive from the hand of God, in which we 
celebrate His power, wiſdom, goodnefs and grace, that 
appear ſo conſpicuous in conferring ſuch favours. 
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III does it become any rational creature, to receive 


benefits from heaven, and yet continue unmindful of 
the fountain whence thoſe bleſſings flow. Still worſe 
does it become the children of God, who have received 
the moſt ſignal favours, to be inſenſible of them, or 
lightly to eſteem them, But, worſt of all it ſurely 1s, 
when we forget to praiſe the bounty -of heaven, for 
the enjoyment of thoſe bleſſings which we have — 
ſupplicated, and mercifully. received. | 


No many of the national mercies we enjoy are of 
this laſt kind, They are ſuch as either we, or our pious 
anceſtors, have devoutly ſupplicated at the band of 
God, and which He, in anſwer to thoſe ſupplications, 
hath freely conferred. Are we not then under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to adore Him on that account? 
Should we not, with all the powers and paſſions of 

our nature, celebrate the Divine goodneſs towards us, 
which hath been manifeſted on numberleſs occaſions ? 
Obligated ſurely we are, to praiſe in the higheſt ſtrains 
that Glorious Benefactor, who hath endued us with in- 
valuable bleſſings, and diſpenſed them as it were in 
profuſion too. Songs of praiſe ſhould aſcend to God, 
from every Britiſh heart, That He hath continued Flis 
goſpel, and the ordinances of it amongſt us to this very 
hour—That he is making it victorious over the re- 
bellious minds of many, ſo that they are brought to 
yield a profeſſed ſubjection to the Divine authority— 
That we have full liberty to worſhip Him, according 
to the dictates of our conſciences, without being ex- 
poſed to the inſults of ſuperſtitious, ignorant, and ty- 


rannic men—That we have a Proteſtant prince on 
the throne, wha hath frequently teſtified his regard to 


his ſubjects — That we have a happy proſpect of a 


\ 
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Proteſtant regular 'ſucceſſion —*Fhat our land is not 
mourning under the deſolating hand of war, nor la- 
menting that the heavens have become as braſs, but 
that it brings forth its fruit in a plentiful manner, for 
the comfortable ſubſiſtance of all that inhabit it 
theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the undeſerved favours that 
heaven confers on us, and to be inſenſible of them 
would diſcover the greateſt depravity of heart, and 
might juſtly induce their glorious Author, totally to 


withhold them from ſo ungrateful a people. 2 


Havixo now gone through my ſubject by way a il. 
luſtration, permit me to enforce the obſervance of it 
on my own mind and yours. To this end I would 
wiſh you to confider, „ 

That to ſeek the peace of our country in every way, 
is the expreſs command of God. His command it is, 
That all men every where ſhould REPENT, and turn to Him, 
and do works meet for repentance. It is His command That 
We BELIEVE THE GOSPEL ; fince according fo the com- 
manadment of the everlaſiing God, it is made known to all 
natious for the obedience. of faith. It is His command 
that we behave ourſelves in a peaceable, inoffenſive man- 
ner towards all men; To be ſubjeft to principalities ani 
powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work ; 
to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing 


all meekneſs unto all men! 


Finally, it is His command, That all who make a pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian doctrine in the various ſtations they 
are placed in, ſhould conduct themſelves in a manner 
correſpondent to it as a doctrine according to godlineſs. 
That, in general, they ſhould do juſtly, and love mercy; 
or live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this preſent world. 


— 


= ſp - — > — T.-_ 
— —— — — os 
= — 
- . — — 


— oe ett tr Se —— — ———— — — wh © —_ inte ——— 4A A 
. — , * - — — — — = - - — — — — 2 
— — —— — —_ 


* 
42 The Duty and hurt f Men 


That, in particular, be AGED MEN be ſober, grave, tem- 
perate, ſound in faith, charity, in patience. That the AGED 

WOMEN be in behaviour as becometh holineſs, not falſe-accuſers, 
not given to much wine, teachers of good things; that they may 
teach the YOUNG WOMEN to be ſober, to love their huſbands, 

to love their children, to be diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at home, 
good, obedient to their own huſbands, that the word of God be 


not blaſphemed : That YouUNG MEN likewiſe, be ſober-minded. 


In a word, That all fudy to be quiet, to do their own buſineſs, 
and to work with their own hands, that they may walk ho- 
nefily towards them that are without, and that they may have 
lack of nothing. 

Now me. the word of a king is, eſpecially of the 
King of kings, there is power. The commands of 
God are of the greateſt force, and to trifle with them 
is diſobedience, nay rebellion againſt heaven, The 
orders iſſued out by Divine authority, ought ever to 
be entertained with the higheſt reſpect. The rather, 
fince He cannot promulge any that are either injurious 
in themſelves or unavailing to the happineſs of His 
ſubjects ; not injurious, on account of His juſtice and 
goodneſs, not unavailing, becauſe of His wiſdom : 
Ought we not then cheerfully to perform whatever 
He requires of us, and ſtudiouſly approve ourſelves to 
Him, as thoſe that revere His Sovereign Authority ? 


AGAIN ; The dutics I would wiſh to enforce, are 
ſirikingly delineated in the character of Chriſt Himſelf, 
whoſe ſacred name we wear, If the term Chriſtian be 


the higheſt ſtile of man; if it be in reality a diſlinguith- 


ing honour to be called by that venerable name, ſurely 


| it ſhould be our daily concern to a& in ſome meaſure 


worthy of it. The pattern of Jeſus, indeed, is highly 
deſerving of imitation in every view ; but that point 
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43 
of light I would wiſh you to obſerve it in 4 preſent, is, 
As a member of civil ſociety. How did the love of His 
country glow in His heart, and diſcover itſelf on a va- 
riety of occaſions! Witneſs particularly the tears He 
ſhed, when He viewed the impending calamities with 
which He knew it would ſoon be wiſited ; and His 
unintermitted labours in order to reform it. Beſides, 
perſonal religion, in all its charms, appeared conſpi- 
cuous in the whole of His conduct. His cheerful and 
univerſal obedience to the Divine commands, both mo- 
ral and poſitive, His abhorrence of fin, atid regard to 
holineſs in all its branches, ſtand enrolled in almoſt 
every page of ſacred hiſtory, What ſobriety, what mo- 
deſty, what induſtry (for we have reaſon to believe that 
He wrought at the carpenter's trade) what integrity, 
and what benevolence were diſplayed by Him in the 
whole of His deportment ! 

Inſtead of enumerating the various paſſages in His 
life, in which all the foregoing particulars are clearly 
evinced, I ſhall ſelect only one, as a ſpecimen of the 
reſt, in which His regard to the peace of the com- 
munity is fully diſplayed. The paſſage I refer to is 
that where we are told, that when He and His diſciples 
were come to Capernaum, they that received the tribute money 
(a piece of money in value about fifteen pence, which 
was now paid yearly towards defraying the expence of 
the temple ſervice) came to Peter, and ſaid, Doth not your 
Maſter pay tribute? He ſaith, Yes. And when He wvas come 
into the houſe, Feſus prevented him, ſaying, What thinkeft thou, 
Simon ? of whom do the kings of the earth take cuſtom or 
tribute? of their own children, or of firangers ? Peter faith 
unto him, of ftrangers. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Then are the 
children free. Notwithſtanding, leſt we ſhould offend them, 
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bn, r 4 bool, and take ip the fis that 
= tometh up; and when thou haſt opened its mouth, then 
Halt falls piece of money, 'that take and give unto them for 
me did thee.” The reflection 1 woub i make from the 

ze is this, That though our Lord migbt Jufilf . 


have excoſed Himſelf from the payment of the tax, 


by virtue of His Father's diſpenſation, as being the 


Son of God, and alſo o account of His poverty, not 


having ſo much Property i in the World as td pay it; ; 
yet 1 rather 'ghan give the ſmalleſt offence to them, as 
though He put any flight on the temple, He had fe- 
courſe to à miracle in order to ſatisfy them. Does not 


this plainly intimate to us, that, though we may not 


be convinced of the abſolute legality of ſome things 
required of us, yet in point of expediency at leaſt, that 


we may not give offence, or occaſion for cenſure, ĩt is 


more adviſeable to comply with them! On the whole, 
if our Maſter Himſelf was ſo punCtually exact in every 
duty that related to the ſtate whereof He was member, 
ſurely | it is incumbent” on us to imitate His example 
in this! Shauld not the pattern He has ſet us, a ſpeak 


to, the conſciences of all His followers) engage us to 


the gloſeſt imitation! 8 All-attra&ing and all-command- 
ing .2 as it is, Can we with any propriety evade it? 

e example of others, like the ſtars, caſt a glimmer- 
ing light to the nightly traveller ; but Chriſt's example, 
like the ſun, | diffuſes day on all our paths. What 
remains then but that we diligently walk in His ſteps, 
and follow Him whitherſoever He goeth ! 


+. 


' FurTHER ; the advantages that reſult Gas ſeeking 
the e peace of obr country, and the intereft that we perſon» 
ally have in it, - ſhould ſtimulate us continually to keep 
it in view. Intereſt, it will probably be thought, is 
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a principle of too mercenary a nature to be made uſe. 
of, for enforcing the duties that have been recommend-" 
ed. But it ſhould be confidered, That perhaps it is 
inſeparable from us in the preſent ſtate; and what is 
more to the purpoſe, is not unfrequently made uſe of 
by God Himſelf, to engage us in the duties that He 
requires: it is indeed the very motive that is urged in 
the text I have illuſtrated. Seek the peace of the city, for 
in the peace thereof ſhall vs have peace. Not in all the 
Bible can there be found a fingle precept, but our in- 
tereſt in one view or other will be promoted by obſerviag 
it, Obvious to all muſt the benefits be, that accrue 
from the peace of a civil community, which ſhoull 
therefore induce us ſtudiouſly to cultivate it. 

If then any advantage reſult from living in a peace- 
able habitation, unmoleſted by any hoſtile foe ; if it 
be any advantage to enjoy the liberty of worthipping 
God, according to the dictates of your conſcience, with- 

out any to make you afraid; if any benefit ariſe from 
perſonal religion and heart- felt experience of the good- 
neſs of God, from having the mind purifted and weancd 
from volawful purſuits ; if any profit accrue from the 
amiable virtues of ſobriety, induſtry, modeſty, integrity, 
and. benevolence; in a word, if any good ariſe from 
fervent prayer to the Almighty, who is ever near- to 
the ſoul that. ſeeks Him; if, I ſay, theſe and other ad- 
vantages do reſult from ſeeking the peace of our coun- 
try, then let me exhort you by the regard you have to 
your own and your poſterities welfare, ardently to pur- 
ſue ſo defirable an object. 
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Is FINE ; the hanowr of our Royal Maſter, and thay 
fucceſs of His religion in the world, ſhould be a- pre- 
yailing inducement to regard the peace of our country, 
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. e 5 the days of our life. Eaſy 
ii ee ie prove, that the moſt glorious times of the 
« goſpel diſpenſation, which are ever ſpoken of in ſcrip- | 
3 ihre, age connected with external peace; when men 
m8 75 3 el beat their Swords into plowyſhares, and their ſpears inte 
| ' pruning hooks, when nation ſhall not lift up a ford againſt 
_ nation, neither ſhall they learn-:2war any more. He who is 
the Supreme Diſpoſer of every event, may indeed, and 
often hath, over-ruled the commotions of the world for 
' the ſpread of His goſpel and the benefit of his church; 
but ſurely none will affirm, That theſe bleſſings flow natu- 
rally from ſuch ſources, or that they are to be wiſhed 
for on that account. During the continuance of ſuch 
commotions, at leaſt, the people of God are deprived 
of attending to many duties which are calculated to 
promote the Redeemer's glory. When the firſt Chriſtian 
churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, had REST, they 
were EDIFIED, and Talking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were MULTIPL1IED.— 
(AcTs xix. 31.) In the enjoyment of external peace it 
| is then, that the chriſtian church is particularly indulged 
i with the opportunity of attending to the various ap- 
„ pointments of her Sovereign, of uniting in the ſeveral 
Branches of ſocial worſhip, of manifeſting their regard 
tothe houſe of God, of publiſhing His glorious goſpel, 
and by conſequence, of bringing a ſmall revenue at leaſt, 
of honour to Him, and of enlarging in ſome degree the 
borders of His kingdom. 


If then we are deſirous that thoſe important ends 
may be attained (and ſurely every good man muſt 
deſire it) if we would with to ſee the goſpel of God 
our Saviour run and be glorified, and His praiſes ce- 
bone from ſhore to — it — be our r prayer 
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and endeavour, That ous 'country may; tad — 5 + 
quiet, habitation ; That the glorious Lord may. be to ut. 25 
a place of broad rivers and fireamts, ſo that na hoſtile fas; 3 5 7 5 
may be permitted to diſturb us, nor the hand gf pers. 4 6g 
ſecution be ſtretched out againſt us. Theſe then, aro, 1 
the motives that ſhould influence our conduct, with 
reſpe& to the performance of every ſocial duty. Are 
they not forcible? Are they not ſufficient? O] chat c 
they may be engraven on each of our: hearts, and 
efſectuate the deſited end! 5 
- But, after all, ſome of you probably may 12 7 
&« What will it avail for us to ſeek the good of. yr, 
2 country, who are perſons in lower life, and have i 
* not in our power to take any ſtep towards promot-, 
ing a reformation of manners.” This objections it 
may be obſerved is, in the firſt inſtance, founded in 
miſtake, as tho' the Great Father of the ſpirits of all 
fleſh, did not regard the poor equally with the rich; 
whereas all thoſe boaſted diſtinctions, that throw ſuch 
a glare in the eyes of mortals, in His view totally 
vaniſn. No obſcurity of ſtation, nor imperfections of. 
knowledge, ſinks thoſe below His regard, who ſigeerely} 
worſhig and affectionately obey Him. Nothing 9g. 1 
evident from the tenour of the Almighty's converſation” 
with Abraham, relative to the deſtruction of Sodom, = 
than that Had there been len righteous perſons in it 
how low ſoever their rank might be, He would have 
ſpared the city for their ſakes. - But, alas, they were 
not to be found there! All clafſes, as well as all 
ages of men, had corrupted their way; otherwiſe had, 
only the great and wealthy been ſinners, and ſome few, 
perhaps five, of the poor been righteous, the liquid 
flames wy not: deſcended, Befides, - admitting your 8 
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hy reformation, Is it not in your power "ty" tel ode? 

Cin you not effectuate % perſonal reforgtartor, AF 

'  bfeak of your fins by righteouſneſs ? Abd” is not this 

the moſt probable way for repentance to become ge- 
neral'? Add to this, if you are in reality eFhi! 

of God, ought it not to be Four daily cone 
N correſpondent to your character, to de blamel 

| harmleſs, without rebuke? in the midſt of a crooked 


we but he may be the perſon on whom the welfare of 
e. Manifeſt it is that the Great Arbiter 
the fate of nations has a regard to righteous perſons, 


therffore we ſhould be ſolicitous to walk before Him 
to all well pleafing, to plead ardently at his hrone, 


Then, at all events, what deſolations ſever He may 


4 8 . you ſhould deliver neither ſon nor daughter, 


_ er aHhould certainly deliver your own ſouls, Though 


5 Ws Jars ; Fee ſhail not. bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the 


2 
be" PE Grd there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls; though 
725 5 0 oroop her head, and every objet around | you 

TIL Meth; yet, may the good man ſay, I til! rejoice in the 
Lord, I will y oy in the God of my ſalvation. (HaBBAK. ili. 
17. 9 Sources of comfort I have which worldly ray wht 
| ties can never ſtop ; a point of elevation I Rand 
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and Petverſe generation ? By ſuch a conduct who can 


5 v4 "ang preſerves a ſtate for their ſakes; on this account - 
| "and to confide in the promiſes that He has given us. 


pour on a land; how great ſoever its convulfions may 


h the labour of the olive ſhall fail; and the ficids 
meat; though he flock ſhall" be cut off from 
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